Love God | Grow Together | Serve the World

‘A Fan or a Follower’

I've recently started reading a book entitled Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman. The purpose of the book is to heighten
awareness to the fact that Jesus is looking for followers and not fans.

So with that in mind, let me ask you a question: Are you a follower of Jesus?

I think most of us would quickly say ‘Yes, I am’. Great! Now let me ask some follow up questions.
Are you more interested in forgiveness... or in repentance?
Are you more attracted to salvation... or to surrender?
Are you more concerned about happiness in life... or with death to self?

If our reasons for following Jesus do not include an emphasis upon words like repentance, surrender and death to self...
then like it or not... Jesus would classify us as fans and not followers.

It's interesting to note that as Jesus walked the earth; He was continually challenging people to commit, to change, to
repent, to surrender, to die to self, and to follow. In fact, it seemed as if the larger the crowd, the more challenging the
message. After one of Jesus’ teachings it says, ‘From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed
Him.” (John 6:66) Many people in Jesus’ day were ‘Jesus fans’ and not ‘Jesus followers'.

Idleman puts it this way, ‘Jesus was never interested in having fans... The biggest threat to the church today is fans who
call themselves Christians but aren’t actually interested in following Christ. They want to be close enough to Jesus to
get all the benefits, but not so close that it requires anything of them.’

Idleman goes on to say, ‘Most of us don’t mind Jesus making some minor changes in our lives, but Jesus wants to turn
our lives upside down. Fans don't mind Him doing a little touch-up work, but Jesus wants complete renovation. Fans
come to Jesus thinking tune-up, but Jesus is thinking overhaul. Fans think a little makeup is fine, but Jesus is thinking
makeover. Fans think a little decorating is required, but Jesus wants a complete remodel, Fans want Jesus to inspire
them, but Jesus wants to interfere with their lives.'

Being a follower of Jesus means that we give Jesus complete permission to renovate, overhaul and remodel our lives.
Being a follower means that we not only commit to believing in Jesus with our minds, but we commit to following after
Him with our lives.

Over the past months, I have a growing sense of belief that God desires to use our church to influence our community.
I believe that 5-10 years from now, our community can be visibly different as a result of what God does in us and
through us. The only way this will take place is if we as God’s church move from a place of cheering in the stands, to
actively engaging in the game. There are lots of ways we can do this. Let me mention just a few: prayer walk your
neighborhood; share your faith with a friend; get involved in a community group; commit to shop in town; no more
littering; join or start a small group; commit to attend church regularly; read your Bible daily — not out of guilt or habit
but because you want to hear from God and will commit to following God. I could go on, but I think you are getting the
idea.

Jesus has plenty of fans... many of whom are fair weathered. What He is really looking for... is a few wholehearted
men, women, teenagers and children who are willing to commit everything to Him. This is a follower. This is a
Christian.

Committed to Loving, Growing and Serving,



MAILING ADDRESS P.0O. BOX 1025
NEWTON, IA 50208

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9 am-4 pm,
Friday, 9-Noon 792-1620
Sunday Services:
8:30 am (Blended) & 11 am (Contemporary)
Sunday School @ 9:45 am
Evening Service @ 6 pm
E-mail: kathipanknen@communityheights.org
Website: www.communityheights.org
Calendar, bulletins & newsletters are posted on our website. To
give online click online giving on the homepage of our website
and follow the instructions!

Pastoral Staff

Cory Stout, Senior Pastor; John Patterson, Associate Pastor;
Jarrod Bartholomew, Youth Pastor; Mike Osterbauer, Pastor of
Worship and Young Adults, Mark Porter, Pastoral Intern

Support Staff
Paul Dawson, Media Services; Jeanette Fields, Secretary;
Gloria Croce, Business Manager; Kathi Panknen, Office
Manager; Lou VanDerHart & Lennie Sassman, Custodians

Elders
Dan Birkenholz 792-4764
Marty Griggs 521-1939
Jeff Panknen 521-2310
Tom Vanderlaan 792-9534

Lonnie Barton 792-4810
Rick Bricker 515-238-7536
Chuck Jackson 840-0838
Larry Rose 792-7665

MINISTRY LEADERS

Alliance Women: Cathy Tyson 791-3695
Deacons: Roger Slykhuis 792-6332
Deaconesses: Mary Ann Schermerhorn 792-9671
Kitchen Coordinator: Gladys Harris 521-8399
Finance: Marty Griggs 521-1939; Lonnie Barton 792-4810
Head Ushers: Ron Murray 792-7529, Tyler Smith 787-1281
Homebound Ministries: Kay Norcross 792-1268
Hospital Visitation: Gary Engle 792-9842

John Craun 792-9489
Men'’s Ministry: Larry Ambroson 792-5153
Missions: Bob/Becky Braafhart 792-1832
Nursery: Candy Wood 521-6760
Nursing Home Visits: Bert Doane 792-1455
Prayer Leadership: Mark Porter 840-0721
Trustees: Steve Rabedeaux 792-9503
Barnabas Coordinator: Tim Vander Pol 792-2142
Decorating Coordinator: Amy Stout 792-2193
Welcome Ministry: Caroline Rasmussen 791-2228
Women's Ministry Chair: Karen Hurt 792-3147
Children’s Sunday School: David/Lisa Jansen 798-4545
Adult SS: Jeff/Eydie Smolik 641-417-9270
Small Groups: Chuck/Vickie Jackson 641-840-0414
Awana: Jocile Versteegh 792-4379 Mike Osterbauer 521-5791
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Men’s Breakfast-Third Monday of
each month for a men’s breakfast
7 together. This is a great opportunity

to connect with other men and

challenge each other in our daily

walk. We will begin at 6 am and be done promptly at 7

am. See you there!
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2012-CALLED OUT

July 13-14 @ the UniDome in Cedar Falls. We would love
to get as many guys from our church as possible to go to
this event. Tickets are $49 and approximately $20 more for
a room to stay in that Friday night. Please contact Larry
Ambroson for more details. 792-5153

SATURDAY NIGHT ALIVE

Young adult-led service
May 12th, 7 pm in the Gathering Place.
Programs for kids will be provided. Check out Alive on our
Facebook page. Please note date change.

Adult

Called and Accountable:
Discovering Your Place in
God’s Eternal Purpose-Bob
Braafhart, Room 101-102

Classes
During this class we will work

i/ through the book “Called and

Accountable” by Henry Blackaby to explore the life-
transforming, world-changing call that God gives every
follower of Christ.

The Prayers of the Apostle Paul-Mark Porter,
Room 105-106
During this class we will look at a different prayer of Paul
each week to gain insight into talking with God and how we
may grow in our own understanding and practice of prayer.
Biblical vs. Secular World Views-Bob Colby, Rm. 103
During this class we will explore different questions relating
to Law, science, economics, education, family, and social
issues to see how they are answered differently by secular
and biblical perspectives.




WOMEN'S MINISTRY

BIBLE STUDIES
Contact Janee Larson if interested. 791-9344

ALLIANCE WOMEN

Alliance Women will meet on Thursday morning, May 3™ @ 8:30 am for muffins and coffee followed by our monthly
missions meeting. Hope you can make it.

Alliance Women National Project
The Alliance Women National project ended April 29%. Money received after that date will go to the new
project. Please turn your filled canisters into those serving in the Welcome Center. Money collected to date is
$2718.74. Thank you for your faithfulness in giving to the project.

Prayer reminder magnets for our district missionaries are available at the Welcome Center.
Prayer requests are available at www.mdcma.org

SAVE THE DATE! Lysa TerKeurst, founder of Proverbs 31 Ministries and author of New York
Times best-seller, Made to Crave, will be the featured speaker at Real Women 2012, a
women'’s conference to be held in Pella on October 27, 2012. The conference will be held at
Third Church from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The cost is $35.00 per person and tickets will be
available at Branches Christian Store in Pella after April 1. Please visit our website for more
information, www.pellawomensconference.wordpress.com. This event is being sponsored by
The Sanctuary, Branches Christian Store, Calvary Church, and Third Church.

SINGLE PARENTS, WIDOWS & WIDOWERS
Pot
s Please join us for a Potluck on May 6th after the 2nd service. Please bring a side dish or

s dessert to share. Two small groups will provide the main meal and potatoes.
SN 3
MOTHER'S DAY FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY
We will be doing child detdh|cat|ons o U\¥ May 13" is Friendship Sunday. Please
on Mother’s Day, May 13™. If you “ ‘ / prayerfully consider who God might have
\ would like to dedicate your child, ) \ o you invite to church that day.

; Ch please contact the church office or
1 sign-up on the bulletin tear-off by
Dedication g, 1 Bnng W

a friend
to church!

If you are interested in becoming a member of our church, being baptized or just learning
more about either of them, please sign up for the classes below.
embership/

Baptism
Class Wed. May 9th, 6-8 pm in Room 101/102

Membership Class

Baptism Class
Wed. May 9th, 8 pm in Room 101/102
You may sign up on the bulletin tear-off or by calling the church

office @ 792-1620




WANTED: PRAYER WARRIORS!!!!

Ask ...
Seek Holy Spirit filled men, women and children
Knock ... needed. Prayer Warriors are desperate to

hear from the Lord, and desperate to be
heard by the Lord. Prayer Warriors have
a heart for God, a heart for prayer, a
b | heart for people, and a heart for Christ’s
church. D|I|gence is required, and corporate is how we do it,
lifting up prayers, petitions and thanksgivings to the Lord. We
are focused on God's presence and God’s Kingdom. Our goal is
to take the Church to a newer and higher level, with Kingdom
based prayer being the process to obtain this. Every one of us,
all who are in this church, have the potential and power in them
to be a great Prayer Warrior for Christ. Is God calling you
today? Join the battle! Become a Warrior in the Army of God!
Any questions please contact me, Mark Porter, at 641-840-0721.
Corporate prayer times are Wed. 6 a.m., Noon, and 6:45 p.m. &
Sun. 8 a.m., Room 104. Someone from the prayer team is
available for prayer every Sunday after each service at
the front left of the sanctuary.
SERVE

Small Groups at Community Heights
A Place to Build Friendships and Grow your Faith

What is a small group? It is a group of 4-12 people who gather on a
regular basis—usually twice a month—for the purpose of growing in
relationship with God and each other. A small group is our way of
making a large church more personal.

Why should I belong to a small group? Because life is better together!
God doesn’t want us to “do life” alone. He has given us one another to
share life and to help us grow to be more like Christ. Small groups
provide a wonderful setting for us to experience community where
authentic interaction and caring relationships can develop. It is our
desire that everyone participates in a life-changing small group.

How do I get into a small group? We have existing groups that could be
a good fit for you as well as several new groups. Our small groups are
focusing on the sermon messages given on Sunday morning.

Contact our small group coordinators, Chuck and Vicki Jackson, for more
information. 641-840-0414 GROW

Ilenne Ansley-Nelson Manor
Grace Sears-Newton Health Care
Rozelle Van Dalen—Heritage Manor
Dorothy Smool, Maralyn Stull,—Careage
Doyle & Louise Churchill—Nelson Manor

NURSING
HOME

RESIDENTS | f

CARING FOR HURTING PEOPLE

HOPE & HEALING FOR SINGLE MOMS— Will resume
if the fall. Contact Rachel Wood 791-5355, or Sandy
Zeka 792-2235 for more info.

DIVORCECARE- DivorceCare is a support group
conducted by people who understand what you are
experiencing. You'll learn how to deal with the pain of
the past and look forward to rebuilding your life. Starting
again in September Contact Steve & Mary Pearson @
(641) 521-3862; Dennis & Sue Johnson 791-9534

GRIEFSHARE—a special help seminar and support
group for people experiencing grief and loss. Each Grief-
Share session includes a video seminar and group
discussion. Mondays, 6:30 pm, Room 101/102 through
May 14th. Will resume in the fall. For more information,
contact Craig & Pat Thies, 521-0255

DEACONS-The Deacon Committee needs your help with

two tasks.

1. We need individuals with pick-up trucks that would
be willing to drive when we move people. No lifting
involved. Please contact Kevin Rhoads, 521-2516

2.  We need individuals that would be willing to give
people rides to church Sunday mornings. Contact
Roger Slykhuis, 792-6332 or slykhuis@gmail.com

3. Benevolent Fund-If you are a regular attender of
our church and in financial need, please contact
Roger Slykhuis. (Guidelines must be followed.) We
also donate 10% of our fund to Salvation Army if
you know someone outside the church in need.

HOSPITAL VISITATION TEAM-CHAC has a desire to
care for you when you are hospitalized for an illness or
facing surgery. Would you help us by calling the church
office to let us know about your situation, so that we can
cover you in prayer and minister to you during your
illness. Please contact Gary Engle at 792-9842 or
vgengle@mediacombb.net.

LOVE

D

gloves, etc.? Check the lost & found in the Welcome Center.

Are you missing a favorite dish or pan?
You might want to check the kitchen.

Are you missing your Bible? Check the
Welcome Center or on top of coat racks.

Are you missing any other items-coats,

- ,»»«
{50

Elder Board Minutes and financial statements on the bulletin board to the left side of the Welcome Center. We encourage you to
read them so you can keep up with what is happening in our church .
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Updates and Prayer Requests from our Missionaries
ALLTANCE TRIVIA

How many of you love trivia?
Who loves to win a prize?
Who loves coffee and doughnuts?
Who wants to know about the Alliance/our church?

If you answered yes, then you will love what’s coming to the coffee shop starting April 29", Each week in
the coffee shop, there will be a trivia question about the Alliance/our church. Anyone can participate, just
write your name and answer on a piece of paper and place it in the jar. The following week one winner
will be announced via the screen in church and at the coffee shop. The winner will receive a free mocha
and doughnut. Come test your knowledge each week.

MALI UPDATE

On March 22 members of the Malian military who were not satisfied with the way the government was
handling unrest in the north of the country launched a coup d’état. The uncertainty was elevated by
the fact that the coup leaders were not willing to reinstate the constitutional rule in a timely
manner, so for several days Mali's neighbors enforced sanctions by closing their borders. Last week
the coup leaders handed over power to a civilian government, though it seems the coup leaders
plan to remain very involved. Mali has an interim president who is supposed to plan elections within
40 days. In the days that followed the coup, Tuareg rebels took control of the 3 major northern
cities: Timbuktu, Gao, and Kidal. There are disturbing reports about what happened and the current
state of things there, and many have fled those cities. The rebel group wants independence, but the
other Muslim group that has worked with the rebels prefers that Mali remain united, and that sharia
law be introduced across the country. Almost all of the international workers in Mali temporarily
evacuated 2 weeks ago. Thank you for your continued prayers for Mali...there are many
uncertainties and challenges ahead for this landlocked country on the edge of the desert.

(taken from Carey Schlieker’s newsletter, Alliance missionary studying in France)

Pray for the 8 remaining missionaries that have stayed behind to keep the hospital running in Koutiala.

Pray for elections for a new president to happen in a calm and timely manner.

Pray for the displaced missionaries that have gone to Senegal and Burkina and deal with having to
leave everything behind and for each family in their decision making process on when to return to
Mali.

Pray for the protection of the Malian people and for extra food and supplies to help those that have fled
from the north to Bamako.

Missions Committee Meeting Missionary Letters and Updates may be found in the display by
Monday, May 21st, 6 pm, Conference Room the Welcome Center.




Primetime Ministry

For Seniors 55+

"Equipping seniors to Love God, to Grow with one another in *
Christ, and to Serve the World.”

Primetime Leadership Team Meeting

Wednesday, May 9, 10 am
Room 106

Primetime Potluck/Fellowship
Monday, May 21, 6 pm
Program by Koni Bunse

Primetime Lunch
Thursday, May 24; Leave the church @ 10:30 am, eat at the Machine Shed and then go to Living History
Farms. Cost of tour is $10.25.
Sunday Evening Service
6:00 p.m. each week Room 105/106

NOTE: Sign-up sheets for lunches will be place at the Welcome Center the first Sunday of the
month. We cannot accept reservations any earlier than that.

?. 27 of the 28 Newton Athletes qualified for the state games
in Ames on the Iowa State University campus on Friday

* % SPEC'ﬂ' a'ymplfs May 18th. Those qualifying from Community Heights are

o ’ Ashley DeZwarte and Eric and Joel Tyson. Call the Tysons

for more information if you are interested. 791-3695.

A special ‘thank you’ for all your prayers, kindness and expressions of love shown during the
passing of Keith Schwartz’s twin brother, Ken. God’s promise, “"And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” John
_ 14:3 Peace is with us...”Let not your heart be troubled.” Luke 14:27 Your caring and thinking
C@?ﬁ ank YOU of us showed God’s love. Ken is home in God's safe-keeping. We'll meet again someday.

Thanks, Keith & Marilyn Schwartz.
Notes o o
Thank you to everyone and anyone who contributed in any way to the Primetime Spring
Banquet. Great company, great food, great fun, GREAT JOB! Paul & Marilyn Goodwin

Quilting & Card Ministry (Please note change for summer months)

Card Ministry will meet at the church on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday afternoons, @ 1 pm in Room 217. Everyone
is invited to participate. We would like to thank everyone who has donated cards. We have an over-
abundance at this time and need no more. Quilting is the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, in Room 217.

We will meet from 1-4 pm.

Page 6 © Communiy Heights News.




CHILDREN'’S CHURCH

Sunday mornings during 2nd service in Rooms 202/207. Children will be dismissed before the message.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Lynne Garton @ 641-792-9130 We are in need of teachers
and helpers. Please contact Lynne.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School for Children PreK-6th grade
9:45-10:45 am See map for room assignments.

VBS
June 11-15 9-11:45am
Please contact Jocile Versteegh 792-4379 to volunteer to help, teach, or bring cookies! WE NEED YOU!

AWANA
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm starting in the Fall
Awana is our Wednesday night children’s program! It is a high energy program Wah
that engages kids and teaches them about God'’s love. Over 150 kids come out A 'q%
every Wednesday night starting in the fall and going through the spring.
‘Q%;a Congratulations to the following parents on the birth of their new babies!
C - ‘ﬁ's% Luke & Jenifer Anderson on the birth of their son, Joah. Joah was born March 30th. He

\was 81Ib. 6 0z, and 21 1/2 " long.

Brook & Jerod Burns on the birth of their son Ethan. Ethan was born March 26th. He was 4
Ibs. 15 o0z. and 16 1/2" long.

Alex & Allie Thomas on the birth of their daughter Lark. Lark was born on April 13th. She weighed 8 Ibs and
was 20” long.

Brendan & Abby Lamont on the birth of their daughter Katherine. Katherine was born April 18th.

‘newborns:-

We need you! Would you be prayerfully considering serving in our Nursery Ministry?!
Volunteers Needed: Grandparents, parents, young couples, teens and all those who
_ love to cuddle with adorable babies and hang with some of the coolest kids on the

7 block! Right now the needs are for the first Saturday night of every month
from 6:30-8:30 pm, and the check —in counter for second service on Sunday
mornings.

Parents of children ages 36 months and younger:
We have two rooms available for your young children:

is for ages newborn to 17 months. There is also a Nursing Room for mother’s. This
room will allow mother’s to nurse their children while being able to view the service by television. We ask
that only women be allowed in this room when a child is nursing.

is available for children ages 18 months to 36 months!

We have a main check-in counter, where children attending either nursery will check-in all at one time. This
will be where the Parent gets their security tag(s) for their child(ren). Please remember that this security tag

MUST be presented to be able to pick up your child. A person with the matching security tag will be given
the child.

[GBRminy ets hews vage 7
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1 Cindy Dittmer
Candy Wood

3 Jim McCleary

4 Arlene VanVoorhis
Jaya Bauer
Kayli Cox
Cheyenne Nikkel

5 Linda Craun
Karissa Long
Micah Stuetelberg

6 Eleanor Rhoads
Allison Harter
Mason Smith
Angelina Dumas

7 Kay Norcross
Gloria Croce

8 Russ Norcross
Mike Latcham
Shirley Ray
Glennys Ward
Abby Smith

9 Glen Jones

11 Rachel Colby

12 Bailey Kellogg
Judy Billings

13 Jana Brown
Adrian Marois
Tiana Hopkins

14 Troy Knight
Don Rethmeier

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23
24
25

26

Joanna Hauschild
Caleb Ness
Chase Urias

Joy Braafhart
Johnathan Sexton
Shelly Salasberry
Jason Schnell
Marilyn Schwartz
Joel Tichy

Kelly Bennett
Jenifer Anderson
Krystal Mapes
Mya Wood
Susan Ham

Mary Pearson
Harriet Gorr
Kate Schumann
Shawn Dittmer
Wanda Tysseling
Tyler Hurt
Amber Dolezal
Austin Hurt
Craig Smith

Paul Goodwin
Bart Huetter
Gary Van Dalen
Ken Schultz
Trevor Van Kley
Victoria Van Kley
Anna Lothe

If your birthday or anniversary is not
listed, that means we don‘t have it.
Please call the church office with the
information at 641-792-1620.

27

28

29

30

31

Cheryl Ness
Sydney Hook
Lana Kellogg
Wes Arkema

Curt Mellick
Chuck Jackson
Kallie Van Kley
Brenda Vander Pol
Cody Bradshaw
Connie Cupples
Pat Danley

Lynn Kleinendorst
Tyler Richards
David Jansen
Janelle Rozendaal
Angie Ingle

Caren Knight
Carson Claypool

G O—r(®
o\, BIRTHDAYS /I
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§ | AWWIVERSARIg \

=
~T

Anniversaries

3
6

12
13

15
16
18
19
20
21

22
23
24

30

31

Dennis & Carol Koon

Ed & Mickie Clements
Jason & Mindy Benson
Jason & Tammy Chance
Kyle & Jennifer Esrey
Chad & Amber Dolezal
Jeff & Kathi Panknen
Roger & Leila Herr

Keith & Marilyn Schwartz
Jarrod & Julie Bartholomew
Cory & Amy Stout

David & Amber O'Dell
Brian & Cheryl Ness
Doug & Kathy Balmer
Dustin & Juana McConnell
Dan & Ronda Birkenholz
Mike & Judy Hartman
Dean & Barb Sturgeon
Josh & Teresa Wermager
Jeff & Tammy McElroy
Dennis & Sue Johnson
Chris & Hope McConnell
Larry & Dianna Ambroson
Don & Deb Van Gilst
Terry & Jennifer Beyer
Bob & Lesa O'Dell
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May 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Prayer -6 am, 12 & 6:45
pm 9 am Alliance Women
6:30 pm Jr. High Youth 6:30 pm Worship Team
8 pm High School Youth Practice-WC
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8 am-Prayer 6:30 pm GriefShare Prayer -6 am, 12 & 6:45 6:30 pm Worship Team
8:30 & 11am 7 pm Elders pm Practice-WC 7 pm Alive Service
Worship Services 10 am Primetime Leaders
9:45 am Sunday School 6-8 pm Membership Class
12:30 pm Youth Worship 6:30 pm Jr. High Youth
12:30 pm Single Parent, 8 pm High School Youth
Widow, & Widower 8 pm Baptism Class
Potluck
6 pm Evening Service
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8 am-Prayer 6:30 pm GriefShare Prayer -6 am, 12 & 6:45 6:30 pm Worship Team
8:30 & 11am pm Practice-WC
Worship Services 6:30 pm Jr. High Youth
9:45 am Sunday School 8 pm High School Youth
6 pm Evening Service
Mother’s Day
Child Dedication
Friendship Sunday
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8 am-Prayer 6 am Men's Prayer -6 am, 12 & 6:45 6:30 pm Worship Team
8:30 & 11am Breakfast pm Practice-WC
Worship Services 6 pm Primetime Potluck 6:30 pm Jr. High Youth
9:45 am Sunday School 6 pm Missions Mtg 8 pm High School Youth
12:30 pm Youth Worship
6 pm Evening Service
Communion/Baptism
27 28 29 30 31
8 am-Prayer 10:30 am Primetime to
8:30 & 11am Living History Farms &

Worship Services-
Graduation Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
6 pm Evening Service

Graduation Sunday

6 pm ALIVE Worship
Team Practice

OFFICE CLOSED

Machine Shed
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